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Walter Abetz  
 
The conference was mooted initially as a meeting of theological faculty staff from around 
Australia, but it was opened out to ministers and leaders in the church. The paragraphs of the 
Basis of Union which were the focus of the conference were paragraphs three, nine and 
eleven. Paragraph three was seen as the core, a statement of the core belief of the church as 
church, and the allegiance of the church to her Lord, the crucified risen Christ.  
 
The foci of the conference were  
 

• the theological responsibility of the Uniting Church  
• the theological commitments of the Basis of Union  
• establishing a context in which theological discussion between scholars, teachers and 

leaders can develop  
• stimulate serious theological reflection in the wider Uniting Church about the role of 

theology in the church’s worship, witness and service  
• elucidate some key phrases of the Basis of Union. The presenters and conferees 

fulfilled these aims magnificently.  
 
The theological responsibility of the church is to proclaim Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour, in fresh words and deeds that engage with our society. Paragraph three, nine and 
eleven were entirely appropriate for this kind of analysis. Jesus Christ is the Lord of the 
church, and it was asserted that paragraph eleven must be read in the light of paragraphs three 
and nine.  
 
The theological commitment of the Basis of Union is to proclaim the risen crucified Lord, in 
the context of the one holy catholic and apostolic church. The focus of the writers of the 
Basis was on locating the Uniting Church within the world-wide church, rather than 
establishing a particularly Australian church. This raises some questions about the wisdom of 
the new preamble. The commitment of the Basis is to proclaim the one Lord Jesus Christ, 
within the parameters set by Scripture and Creeds, noting that the creeds must be read in the 
context of Scripture, not as stand-alone documents.  
 
The post-modern slogan, “Well, that’s just your perspective” was carefully critiqued by Rev 
Dr Geoff Thomson, and dismissed as incompatible with the Basis of Union. There are 



boundaries which must be respected, if the Uniting Church is to remain within the one holy 
catholic and apostolic church.  
 
Dr Ben Myers’ colourful analysis of the need to proclaim Jesus Christ in fresh words and 
deeds reminded us that we need to have no fear about the influences of post modernity, as 
long as we were able to recognise it and avoid it ourselves. The graphic hypothetical 
illustration of Ben going into a brothel, and then bemoaning the fact that brothels endanger 
his marriage, was greeted with much laughter. It made the point. We can always play the role 
of victim out of intellectual laziness. Alex Jensen’s paper pursued this matter at some depth 
—we need to understand developments in academia so we know how the proclamation needs 
to be phrased in order to address those who oppose Christ’s Lordship.  
 
I am encouraged by the start which a self-selected group of Uniting Church members have 
made, in working towards renewal of the Uniting Church’s self-understanding.  
 
Other ACCers: Rosalie Hudson  
 
Rev Professor Norman Young set the tone by emphasizing the UCA came into being not as a 
human work (ecclesiastical carpentry); rather as expressing God’s gift already at work in the 
unity of the Father and the Son. The four questions confronting the church:  
 
1. Is our message unequivocally centred on Jesus Christ?  
2. Have we sought the aid of our confessing forbears?  
3. Are those who cherish the past ready to confess anew Jesus Christ?  
4. Are we facing the world or just facing one another?  
 
Ben Myers asked ‘What does it mean for the church to address the risen Christ?’ This 
question is pivotal for the church’s focus on scholarship as well as in its discussion of legal 
matters. Para 11 of the Basis is an unfolding of the implications of the resurrection. An 
informed faith remains ‘poised and attentive to Christ, to steel the church to faithfulness’.  
 
Bishop Steve Pickard as one of the ‘ecumenical listeners’ focused on the constant tension 
regarding the givenness of the gospel and the need for innovation. Regarding the former he 
drew attention to the beautiful language in the Epistle of Jude: “contending for the gospel”. 
He finds as an Anglican bishop that “many churches prefer the pain of dying to the cost of 
living”.  
 
Ian Breward  
 
I felt that it was good to have such a conference and that useful perspectives were offered on 
multiculturaliam and relativism, as well as the issue of christology.  
 
Nevertheless, I think there were issues which were not dealt with, which should have been. 
Does the Basis have continuing theological authority, because it is a confessional document? 
What does it teach us about theological method and accountability to uphold the substance of 
the faith? How do we deal with the gaps which the Basis does not deal with because of the 
theological and social changes of the last 50 years? How does the UCA deal with those who 
significantly depart from the Basis? How do we deal with changes in hermeneutics? 
	


