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DISCERNMENT FOR ACC - FACILITATED PRAYER RETREAT 2021.  PSALM 23 

 

 

 

 

          

  

ACC AS SHEEP WITH THE SHEPHERD 

I saw an image of a number of sheep being held in the Lord’s arms facing Him - 
their forelegs are resting over his arm against his chest – looking at Him.  As you 
as the ACC, look at Him, resting in His arms, He carries you and asks you to keep 
TRUMPETING who Jesus is.  You trumpet who Jesus is, as you rest in His arms, 
looking at Him. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name (George William Kitchin 1887) 

 
 

THE SHEPHERD LEADING US AS THE ACC TO THE GATHERING PLACE OF UNITY 

The Lord is calling the ACC to follow Him like sheep to the gathering place.  We 
are one flock and we are to listen to where he leads.  But he has other sheep 
that are not of this sheep pen. He must bring them also. They too will listen to 
His voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. (based on John 10:16)  

  
Follow! follow! I will follow Jesus! 
Anywhere, everywhere, I will follow on! 
Follow! follow! I will follow Jesus! 
Everywhere He leads me I will follow on!       (William Orcutt Cushing 1878) 

 
 

Other evangelical groups in the Uniting Church are also heading towards the gathering place 

The stepping-stones on the path where the Lord is leading us to 

the gathering place are  

• networking;  

• pastoral care;  

• speaking prophetically;  

• Basis of Union;  

• unity and discipleship 

 
 
 

1. RELATIONSHIP OF GOD WITH ACC -  PATHWAY FOR ACC  

  Psalm 23:3 He guides Me in right paths for His own name’s sake. 

 Imagine you are on a path with Jesus as your Good Shepherd 
 Let’s invite the Lord to highlight where ACC are on the path?   
 Where is Jesus?   
 What is He saying or highlighting to you about the way ahead for ACC? 
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THE ACC IS LIKE A BIPLANE 

The ACC is like a biplane with two supporting wings upon another.    

One wing is discipleship.   The other wing is unity.  

Its significance is that the ACC should take a surveillance role, above the storm on the ground, 
observing the activities of the greater church, and strategizing for unity and the greater 
advance of the kingdom of God in the world. A biplane is not the fastest of aeroplanes, but it 
is steady and safe.  

 
 

UNITY IN PRAYER FIRST BEFORE PENTECOST 
 

Unity (cf. Acts 1:14: ‘All these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer …’ 

before Pentecost, i.e. before being able to communicate with others in their own 

language, which the outsiders could understand.) 

We are to pray together in a bigger group – not just the ACC 

Then, by the power of the Spirit, the Uniting Church will hear! 

All ACC members need to be involved (e.g. in regional groups or clusters) 

We are Not just to leave it to the leaders! 

 
CAUTION IN SEEKING UNITY 

The ACC is still waiting for guidance, like the disciples before Pentecost. 

There is a problem of fragmentation and a danger of compromise in seeking ‘unity’. 

The ACC is like a rickshaw.    It takes the whole body in unity to pull along that which 

needs moving.   If one part is compromised, not in Christ, and pulling a different way it 

is difficult to get anywhere.  The rickshaw is humble like the donkey Jesus rode. 

PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS for HIS NAME’S SAKE 

The right paths for the ACC may be rough but they do lead somewhere, where 
Jesus wants us to go.    

There are two important qualities that these righteous paths have for the ACC.  
Firstly, these paths are in line with scriptural truth.  Secondly, they show love and 
respect for others. 

They are prophetic, encouraging and true to Christ.   

 

 THE ACC IS LIKE A BUS 
 

I saw a bus.  It carried many people.  We must stick together.  We must continue 

to fight against manifestations of evil in the community around us, particularly 

those that devalue human life. 
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ACC IS LIKE AN OPEN TRUCK 

I got a picture of the ACC as a truck. It had an open back where the contents could be 

seen and therefore vulnerable.  There was a sense of the ACC carrying something 

important but on display, unlike other shrouded agendas. 

 

GOD IS CALLING THE ACC INTO A DEEP PLACE OF DISCIPLESHIP 

Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls: all your 

waves and breakers have swept over me.   Psalm 42:7 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7 (NIV) In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire —may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  

 

THE LORD’S RELUCTANT DEPARTURE FROM THE TEMPLE  

Then the glory of the LORD departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped 
above the cherubim.     Ezekiel 10:18  

• Is it possible to go too far for repentance, and if so, has the UCA crossed the line? Is its judgment 
certain? 

• Or is the Lord still coming, assessing and dealing with the UCA so that we might live and endure 
through these changes of History through the news of His completed work?  (Basis of Union, Par 4) 

• Do we need to become an underground church?  

• Do we need to prepare for this? 
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ACC IN THE LION’S DEN AND FIERY FURNACE   - TWO TASKS FOR PRAYER 

Two stories from Daniel came to mind.  Daniel in the Lion’s Den and the 

Fiery Furnace. 

For those from ACC in the Lion’s Den I saw a serpent circling its prey 

anticipating the kill, licking its lips. I sensed the Lord asking you to pray that 

God would shut the mouth of this viper. It’s a spirit encircling these ones.   

A task in prayer. 

For those in the Fiery Furnace, like Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego who had an angel join 

them, I sensed the task in prayer is to ask for the RELEASE OF ANGELIC REALM AROUND 

THOSE FROM ACC WHO ARE IN THE FIERY FURNACE. 

 

GOD WANTS TO LIFT UP THE HURTING ONES 

I saw a picture of a hot air balloon.  

God wants to carry ACC hurting members by His Spirit,  

lifting them up close to Himself -   

To trust Him and receive comfort and strength. 

 

FEED MY SHEEP (John 21:15-17) 

  “Feed my sheep” – Not only with the word, but also with the knowledge of church 

structures and documents, so that misuse of these can be named. 

Zoom sessions for church councils of ACC congregations? 

 

 

Practical Care:  Depends on their circumstance: is their stipend still being paid? In the worst case, what about 

their children if still at school, perhaps (subsidised?) in a UCA school?  Can we do more than ask questions but also 

somehow lend a hand.  

• Persecuted ministers still have to feed families — may lose their jobs 

• Extra stress due to confrontation with leadership 

• How can we support them in practical ways? 

• Making disciples <—> infighting 

This Photo by 

2a.  PASTORAL CARE - STRATEGIES TO PREVENT BURNOUT 

Psalm 23:4 “Even if I pass through death-dark ravines, I will fear no disaster; for you are me; your rod and 

staff reassure me.  You prepare a table for me, even as my enemies watch; you anoint my head with oil 

from an overflowing cup.” 

Q: When people come under fire for their orthodox beliefs how do we stand beside them pastorally? 

 LORD, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY  
 TO THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED FOR WHAT THEY BELIEVE?  
 WHAT WOULD YOU, LORD, HAVE US SAY TO THEM?    

 

 

http://desertosdavida.blogspot.com/2010/04/fornalhas-com-deus.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Feeding_Corriedale_sheep.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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WHAT ARE WE TO SAY TO THOSE WHO ARE INJURED AND HURTING? 

I saw a picture of a rider on horseback noting in particular the PARTNERSHIP between the 

horse and rider.  It’s about partnership.  Bearing one another’s burdens, carrying them when 

they are weak like the horse carries the rider. 

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE OVERWHELMED BY THE MAGNITUDE OF THE TASK 

 
Do only that which you can do and what cannot be done by others; 

leave what’s too hard for God. 

 

FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T SEE THE WAY FORWARD  
 

             Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? 

                         Let the one who walks in the dark, who has no light 

                        trust in the name of the LORD. and rely on their God. 

                             Isaiah 50:10 (NIV) 

 

 

 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE STANDING FAST IN THE FACE OF JUDGEMENT 
 

The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears; 

I have not been rebellious, 

                 I have not turned away. 

                       Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, 

                 I will not be disgraced. 

                       Therefore, have I set my face like flint, 

and I know I will not be put to shame. 

It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. 

Who will condemn me? 

Isaiah 50: 5,7,9 (NIV) 

 

FOR THOSE WHO FEEL ALONE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord will be like glasses to us giving 

sight where we have lack of vision.    

If one part of the 
body suffers, all the 
parts suffer with it. 

 
(1 CORINTHIANS 12:26) 
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED BECAUSE OF FAITHFULNESS TO CHRIST 
 

 

Matthew 5:10   Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you  

(Matthew 5:11-12) 

 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  MATTHEW 25:23 

 

FOR THOSE WHO FEEL THE PAIN OF THE ACC’S REJECTION BY THE UCA  
AND BY EVEN OTHER EVANGELICAL GROUPS 
 
But now, this is what the LORD says— 

he who created you, Assembly of Confessing Congregations 

he who formed you, ACC. 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

2 When you pass through the waters, 

I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 

they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire, 

you will not be burned; 

the flames will not set you ablaze. 

3 For I am the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior 

(Adapted from Isaiah 43:1-3) 
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THE LORD’S CALL FOR THE ACC 
The Lord called the Assembly of Confessing Congregations into being.    He called us by name.  We belong 

to Him.  It’s His calling not ours.  There is power as we let go and surrender that calling back to Him. 

 

We are to become who he called us to be in all its fullness. 

      THE ASSEMBLY OF CONFESSING CONGREGATIONS OF THE UNITING CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA 

 

We are to take hold of the uniqueness of the prophetic calling he has given the ACC, not only at a National 

Council level, but especially at a Congregational Level.  He wants to raise up congregations that can confess 

the Lord Jesus Christ and proclaim the truth with great boldness in the UCA and also in society.  This in 

return will renew the church. He wants to raise up, by the power of the Holy Spirit, communities of in-

depth disciples of Jesus Christ to shine Christ’s light in this challenging age we are in.  Then we are to learn 

what it means to come together as an Assembly not just of individuals or even representatives, but 

primarily of Confessing Congregations.  

 

All the Biblical Evangelical Groups in the UCA have a part to play in the whole plan of our Lord.   Each have 

a specific gifting and calling.  

  

So much will be lost, if we abdicate our calling because others tell us we are obsolete and easily replaced 

by a new, more vibrant and bigger group.  Or if we agree with many in the UCA’s thinking that we no 

longer belong in the Uniting Church because of our “bad theology”.  What would be missing in the UCA if 

the ACC failed to exist or moved on bloc out of the UCA?  A great deal! 

 

As we embrace the prophetic calling the Lord has for us, we will get less defensive by other’s rejection of 

us and we will find that we can stand with other biblical evangelicals and value their own giftings and 

callings from the Lord.  It is then that we will discover the enormity of God’s plan as we work together. 
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LORD, WHAT ARE YOU CALLING US AS THE ACC TO DO?  

 

I saw an image of a plate and as food stays on the plate (it doesn’t work if it 

spills over), so I sensed God asking the ACC. 

 “Stay within the bounds of what I have assigned you.”   

 

 

 

 

“We must obey God rather than men.”      

E.g. we were being told (nearly) not to preach on John 14:6.   I will preach on nothing else. This is God’s 

commandment. 

 

Be a Lighthouse  

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.     
MATTHEW 5:14-16 
 

Be Wise as Serpents and innocent as doves     

 
Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be wise 

as serpents and innocent as doves (Matthew 10:16). 

 

 

 

2b.  PASTORAL CARE -  FAITHFULNESS IN THE THREAT OF BURNOUT, COMPROMISE  AND FAILURE 

Psalm 23:4 “Even if I pass through death-dark ravines, I will fear no disaster; for you are with me; your rod 
and staff reassure me.  You prepare a table for me, even as my enemies watch; you anoint my head with oil 
from an overflowing cup.” 

 How do we be faithful and not fall (this includes burnout of our leaders and compromise, 
and being true to what God is calling us to)? 

ASK: 

• LORD, WHAT ARE YOU CALLING ME, US TO DO?   

• WHAT SHOULD I LEAVE TO YOU?  

• WHAT DOES COMPROMISE LOOK LIKE IN YOUR EYES?  
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LORD, WHAT ARE YOU CALLING US AS THE ACC TO DO? (cont.) 

Encourage those who need it  

We are called to still be in the UCA.  The Lord is calling us to encourage those who 

need it: networking, listening. All ACC leaders are encouraged to keep going and rest 

as needed. 

Email and share a word from the Lord to encourage ACC leaders etc. 

 

Worship with other orthodox believers 

Go and worship with other orthodox believers (e.g. in other denominations). 

 

 

Be holy, don’t compromise.     

Discipleship fosters holiness.    We are to have a call like Wesley to the nation.   Pray 

that the ACC will become a catalyst for this.  

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:             

“Be holy, because I am holy.”   1 Peter 1:15-16 (NIV) 

 

Be holy, but don’t be afraid of evil or the “unholy”. 

Word of caution: holiness could imply separateness. Post Pentecost, we don’t have to be afraid of the ‘unholy’. It is 

unrealistic to totally withdraw. (We are called to be in the world but not of it.) 

John 17:14-16  
I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
 

 

Make disciples  

The practical side of the Basis of Union: holiness; making disciples.  

(Paragraph 1. B.O.U) 

 

 

Bus to the Centre Together.   

I saw a picture of bussing people towards the centre, as in Fusion’s annual nation-

wide pilgrimage to Uluru – bus as in a communal means of transport 
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LORD, WHAT SHOULD WE AS THE ACC LEAVE TO YOU? 
 

 

I sensed God saying the ACC should leave to the Lord  

 

                         “The changing of hearts.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What shall we leave to the Lord? 
 

                       

             “The outcome”  

 

 
 

 

 

What shall we leave to the Lord? 

                                     The Strength to do all He calls us to 
 

 

For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s power. 

Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him in 

our dealing with you.     2 Corinthians 13:4 (NIV) 
 

Leave it to the Lord to lead others to the ACC  

 

 

 
 

Do only that which you can do  

and what cannot be done by others; 

leave what’s too hard for God. 
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LORD, WHAT DOES COMPROMISE LOOK LIKE?  
 

Compromise:  I saw a picture of someone taking off a 

pair of glasses – which he understood indicated 

stopping looking with the eyes of love. One lens 

had love on it the other humility the arms that held them 

on the face, each had obedience written on them. On the 

bridge between the lenses was the Cross of Christ 

enabling love and humility to co-exist together.   

 

 

Compromise:  Ashamed of the Gospel 

 “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, the son of man will be ashamed of him when he 

comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” Mark 8:38 

 

 

Compromise:  Embracing the exclusive individualism of our society 

and neglecting and even rejecting Christ’s call to community 

 

 

 

Compromise:  Being like Judas, who betrayed Jesus with a kiss.   

 

 

Compromise:  Leaving out a stepping-stone (as in the picture of the stepping-stones) 

 

Stepping-stones on the path where the Lord is leading us to the gathering place are  

• networking;  

• pastoral care;  

• speaking prophetically;  

• Basis of Union;  

• unity and discipleship 
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Soldiers of Christ, arise, 

 And put your armor on, 

Strong in the strength which God supplies, 

Through His eternal Son; 

 Strong in the Lord of Hosts, 

 And in His mighty pow’r, 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 

 Is more than conqueror 

      

(CHARLES WESLEY 1707-1788) 

 

HOW DO WE BE FAITHFUL AND NOT FALL 
 
 
 

    Allow God to support us on our leaning side 

…  (from a daily devotion that has stuck in my mind). 

 

 

Eph 6:10-20    

We need the whole armour of God                             

Satan is the father of lies.  We especially need the belt of truth. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-12 (NIV) Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so 

that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms.  

   

Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin 
Each victory will help you or some others to win 
Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue 
Look ever to Jesus and He'll carry you through.     

                                    (H.R.PALMER 1868)    
 

 
Ephesians 6:18-20 (NIV) And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 

and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 

people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I 

will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an 

ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.  

 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

Ye soldiers of the cross; 

Lift high his royal banner, 

It must not suffer loss. 

From victory unto victory 

His army shall he lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished, 

And Christ is Lord indeed     

(GEORGE DUFFIELD 1818-1888) 
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THE ACC IS CALLED TO BE LIKE MORDECAI 

I heard from the Lord that the ACC is to be like Mordecai in the days of Esther and King Xerxes in Susa, 

Persia.  He was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin in exile in a strange land.   As the ACC in some sense we 

are in exile in the Uniting Church at present.   It is hard to feel at home.  Yet we continue to have a call.  

As the story in scripture records, Mordecai brings up his orphaned cousin Esther.  She is taken to the palace 

when the King is looking for a replacement wife to Queen Vashti.  

So how is the ACC to be like Mordecai? 

1. THWART THE PLOT TO ASSASINATE THE KING 

Firstly, Mordecai thwarted a plot to 

assassinate the King by warning Esther of 

what he heard.  He acted in a protective role. 

The King in our own story is the Uniting 

Church Assembly.  As John records Jesus’ 

words in John 10: 10, it is the thief that comes 

to steal, kill and destroy.  But Jesus comes to 

bring abundant life.  As the ACC, we are to be 

servants of our Good shepherd, the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Our role is not to destroy the Uniting 

Church Assembly, but to protect and thwart the plans of those evil forces that are seeking to annihilate the 

Assembly UCA as ordained by God in its formation described in the Basis of Union. 

 

2.  DON’T BOW DOWN TO HAMAN 

The King honoured an evil man called Haman and declared that all should bow down and worship him.   

But Mordecai refused to bow down to worship Haman, as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to 

bow down and worship King Nebuchadnezzar.   

Who is Haman in our own story as the ACC?  Ephesians 6:12 reminds that our enemies are not flesh and 

blood, but the rulers, authorities, and powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms.  

These are evil forces such as radical diversity and pluralism that our own Assembly has elevated and 

commanded that we all worship in the acceptance of the two integrities.  But in reality, it is false diversity, 

for all who think differently are not tolerated.  As for Mordecai there were consequences for his failure to 

bow down and give homage to Haman as there have been for us.  However, for Mordecai the 

consequences of his bold refusal were not only personal.  Haman was in such a rage that he wanted all 

people of his race to be destroyed.  The same King that Mordecai had saved from assassination now 

agreed to Haman’s plan to destroy not only him, but all Jewish people on a certain date.  

As with Haman, our actions in not bowing down to the two integrities and radical diversity are affecting 

not only us as individuals but the whole of the ACC, and also eventually all biblical evangelical members of 

the Uniting Church.  What if Mordecai hadn’t bowed down?  More would have been at stake than physical 

danger.  They would have lost their faith and begun pagan worship.  

 

Esther confers with Mordechai 
as painted by the Dutch artist Aert de Gelder (1645-1727) 
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3. PUBLICLY WEARS SACKCLOTH AND ASHES FOR EVIL DECISION TO DESTROY GOD’S PEOPLE 

SANCTIONED BY THE KING.  

When Mordecai hears of the agreed edict, he doesn’t try and flee to 

another country.  Rather he takes a prophetic stance.  He tears his 

clothes, puts on sackcloth and ashes and went out into the city weep and 

wailing loudly.  However, he goes only as far as the King’s gates because 

those wearing sackcloth and ashes aren’t allowed to enter within. 

So too with the ACC.  Ever since Assembly in 2018 decided on the two 

integrities, many of us in the ACC internally have been weeping and 

wailing privately to the Lord unable to engage anymore with UCA 

councils.  However maybe it is now the time to mark that internal 

working symbolically as Mordecai did.  What if wearing sackcloth and 

ashes could be symbolised by wearing name badges with both the ACC 

and UCA logos together? We could wear them publicly in front of the King’s gate. Like Mordecai we can’t 

go right into the Zoom Assembly.  There are very few if any ACC members who can attend Assembly this 

year, however we can symbolically go to the King’s gate publicly wearing our badges.  Wherever councils of 

the church at local, regional, state or national basis that have bowed down to Haman we can wear the 

badges.  However, this needs to be done with deep humility, love and prayer that only Christ can give.  

4.  CALLS ESTHER TO ACT  

Finally, Mordecai beseeches Esther to act.  Esther hears of what Mordecai is doing and seems to be 

embarrassed sending clothes for him to put on instead of the sackcloth and ashes.  However, she also 

wants to find out why Mordecai is acting the way he is. Who is Esther in our story?  There was once a day 

when we have heard that the ACC is Esther, for such a time as this.  However, that day is past.  The Lord 

has raised up others to be Esther, who have in some sense found a limited favour with the King, based on 

his whim.  Esther is symbolical of the other evangelical groups within the UCA.  

But Mordecai does have a role still as do we as the ACC.  Both Mordecai and Esther had different parts to 

play in the deliverance of the Jews and both were important.  In the ACC, it is important for us not to lose 

our calling and simply hand over to other evangelical groups.  Much would be lost.  Without Mordecai 

being faithful the whole Jewish race in that area would have been destroyed.  Mordecai first of all values 

the importance of Esther’s position.  He doesn’t try and do it all himself.  He then challenges Esther as we 

are to challenge our other evangelical brothers and sisters within the UCA.  Mordecai says to Esther “Don’t 

think that because you are in the King’s house that you alone of all the Jews will escape.”  The animosity 

from the evil forces in society and the UCA, that ACC has been on the receiving end of, will find its way 

even to those evangelicals that at the moment are in the King’s palace so to speak.  And then Mordecai 

challenges Esther to beseech the King.   “And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for 

such a time as this.”  This can be our ACC cry to other UCA evangelical groups. 

5.  ON ESTHER’S REQUESTS HE GATHERS THE PEOPLE TO FAST AND PRAY 

Esther in the end has the most dangerous role of all.  She knows she cannot do this without God and 

beseeches Mordecai to gather all Jewish people to fast and pray for three days in preparation to see the 

King.   We must be ready to support other UCA evangelical groups and to gather behind them in prayer 

when they beseech the Assembly for the sake of the Gospel.  By the love of God, the power of the Holy 

Spirit, and in the grace of Jesus Christ, may we as the ACC receive our call to be like Mordecai in the UCA at 

this time. 
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• Jesus wants outsiders to come to the table; some fellow diners 
may be an unwelcome surprise 

• Those at table included a person responsible to removing religious 
education from Victorian schools and someone who worshipped a 
tree goddess! I saw one of our ACC members who has been 
accused on one side of Jesus and his lesbian accusers on the other! 

• It is a table of repentance and grace. All who come humbly and 
receive Christ’s forgiveness and mercy will be at the table no 
matter what they have done in the past.  

• some ACC friends, one or two of my congregation, lots of CALD 
folk, some not UCA. Why? Because they choose to come. 

• righteousness, holiness, forgiveness (plentiful) 

• Those outside UCA, ecumenical 

• It’s a big table!  

• Those sitting at the table have a close relationship with Jesus and/or are seeking the truth. 

• Family members at the table. Some people hard to reconcile with as contact lost 

• The table of Psalm 23 is not a table of reconciliation but a table of vindication with enemies 
excluded. Taking the table as a table of reconciliation, those present are other groups including 
confessing movements of other denominations and other UCA evangelical groups.  
 

“While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his 

disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him 

eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call 

the righteous, but sinners.”  Mark 2:15-17 (NIV) 

 

3.  RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER UCA EVANGELICALS AND UCA ETC  

Psalm 23:4  “You prepare a table for me, even as my enemies watch; you anoint my head with oil 
from an overflowing cup.” 

Imagine you are sitting at the table where the Lord has spread a feast.  Invite Jesus to show you: 

 Who is sitting at table with you?  Why do you think that is?                                                                             
Who is closest?  Why are they there?                                                                                                                     
Who is furthest away?  What does Jesus say about that?                                                                                               
Who is not at table with you?  What does the Lord say about that?   

 What is Jesus heart toward those around the table with you?                                                                        
What is Jesus heart toward those not at table with you? 

 

WHO ARE AT THE TABLE? 
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• some very ordinary folk, because they just want 
to be with Jesus 

• The table of reconciliation was the table of the 
Last Supper. Judas was closest to Jesus! 

• The humble and repentant 

 

 

• Those who think they are righteous in themselves  

• Not at table some ACC folk (too busy), most of my congregation (can’t be bothered), many UCA 
leaders (it’s not their scene) 

• Not at table: apostasy, aggressiveness, sexual immorality, lewdness 

• The arrogant and proud 

• Those not seeking the truth. 

 

 

• His heart is full of love, rejoicing, and welcome 

• His heart draws all together in unity 

• Jesus’ heart is open to all, both believers and unbelievers 

 

 

• Jesus’ has love and deep, abiding sadness to those not at the table 

• He keeps calling them – it’s not too late to repent 

• Jesus heart is open to all, both believers and unbelievers 
 
 

 

• “What do we have in common with other evangelical groups? Commitment to the Great 
Commission Matt 28:18-20 (NB to make disciples, not converts!) Can we work on this together 
without sacrificing our prophetic calling?” 

•  “It is Good to stand with others – but we need to stand, and having done all, to stand.” 

• “Our help comes from the Lord – we should not put our hopes in other groups” 

• “Mutual fellowship is to be welcomed, but it can become a chasing after wind.” 

• “It would be nice to be able to work more closely with other UCA evangelical groups and 
presbyteries.  However, some seem to have a different focus to that of the ACC and are more 
embedded in the UCA. What would happen to those relationships if the ACC was excommunicated 
for her prophet stance or was forced to leave somehow?  

WHO ARE CLOSEST? WHY ARE THEY THERE?  

WHO IS FURTHEST AWAY?   WHAT DOES THE LORD SAY ABOUT THAT? 

WHAT IS JESUS HEART TOWARDS THOSE AROUND 

THE TABLE WITH YOU? 

WHAT IS JESUS HEART TOWARDS THOSE NOT AT TABLE WITH YOU? 

HOW ACC SHOULD RELATE RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER GROUPS 
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WHAT’S THE LORD’S STRATEGY FOR THE ACC? 

In answer to the Lord’s strategy for ACC I saw a hot air balloon again – 

which is able to move with the wind of the Spirit, not governed by 

human expectations.   

 

 

 

Regarding the gas fire in the balloon – there is some ability to control how 

high you go but there is also the need to be willing to come down in order 

to lift up (humility).  Be willing to keep people on board (love).  Willing to 

invite people into your space with love and humility. 

 

Strategy of Trained Engagement in Councils of the UCA 

Overcome strategies used against us but do it discreetly so our opponents won’t know what we’re doing! 

Take responsibility to join Church Councils, Presbytery and the Synod to use the power of the vote. 
Develop networks to support these measures. 

 
 Encourage members of ACC to humbly and with boldness wear 

sackcloth and ashes to every UCA meeting they attend.  This 

could be symbolised by wearing a name badge with both the ACC 

and UCA logo on it or possibly for ministers, stoles with both 

logos.   This can be worn at congregational, church council, 

presbytery, synod or Assembly.  Sackcloth and ashes were what Mordecai wore when he learned of the plot of 

Haman.    Our prayer is that the Lord would “constantly correct” that which is “erroneous” in our life.  (BOU 

paragraph 18).    Such a symbolic act of wearing both logos should be done humbly as an act of prayer. 

 

4. BUILDING A STRUCTURE AND GOVERNANCE THAT SERVES THE PEOPLE 

1. What’s the Lord’s strategy for the ACC?                

LORD, IN THE LIGHT OF THE COMMAND TO LOVE, HAVE HUMILITY AND BE OBEDIENT 
WHAT ARE YOU SAYING?    

WHAT IS THE NEXT STEP FOR ACC AS A BODY, GROUP, BRIDE, VINE OR MOVEMENT? 

2. We say the ACC gives “spiritual oversight to ACC congregations.”  
LORD, WHAT IS YOUR WISDOM AND WAY FORWARD WITH THE KIND OF RELATIONSHIP 
WE NEED WITH CONGREGATIONS TO EXERCISE IT?                                                                                                                               
LORD, WHAT STRUCTURE WILL SERVE THE PEOPLE BEST?                                                                                        
LORD, WHAT NEEDS ADJUSTMENT FROM WHAT WE HAVE NOW?  
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WHAT NEEDS ADJUSTMENT FROM WHAT WE HAVE NOW? 

 

ACC needs to grow so that we can become for congregations                                                      

 

 GLASSES to help congregations see 

 

 

A CANDLE to help bring light to congregations 

 

 

            THE CUP OF FELLOWSHIP with all 

 

                            UMBRELLA to be shelter for those who feel exposed 

 

 

                                             GUMBOOTS to help people walk through mud and yet stay clean. 

 

 

CONNECTIVE OVERSIGHT NEEDS TO GROW TO CATCH UP TO CONGREGATIONS 

I asked the Lord what needs adjustment for the ACC, using the image of Body and had a 

picture of hands (congregations) and the palm (oversight) come clearly.    

But these hands had very long fingers and not a very big palm.  The palm needed to grow in 

size to catch up to compliment the size of the fingers. 

In the image I sensed that in order to empower the fingers you need 

one palm that can connect to the fingers and send messages back and 

forth.  KEY CONNECTIONS seemed to be emphasized.  That went both 

ways – from palm to fingers and in reverse. 

I thought of bones/joints as the basic structure, but nerves (KEY CONECTORS) carry the 

impulses and signals between a human hand and palm.  I also saw the need for TISSUE which 

I felt represented covering/protection and intercession. However, in this image 

strengthening the CONNECTIONS between fingers (Nerves) and palm seemed urgent and 

important.   

(KEY CONNECTORS/LEADERS) 
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WHAT NEEDS TO GROW AND DEVELOP 

 

The hat indicates leadership: need to form state-wide/regional groups and sub-groups  

 

The alarm clock signals urgency: training in terms of the Basis of Union etc. 

 

The candlestick signifies the truth: responsibility for discipleship 

 

FUNCTIONING NETWORK OF LEADERS, MINISTERS, CONGREGATIONS AND INDIVIDUAL 

MEMBERS 

We should be establishing a functional network of ministers, leaders, congregations 

and individual members.  This could be regionally based so that isolated members 

would be able to meet for fellowship & prayer either in person or by zoom.  House 

churches could be part of this.  The regions will need to be linked to State & National 

oversight.  A system of funding may be required, along with development of lay 

leadership 

 

God has called us into fellowship with him, and each other. 

ACC members tend to be individualistic.  Developing Zoom clusters (8+ people) may be a corrective, and the way 

ahead  

Clusters vote – but no individual voting rights. 

To implement stronger relationship between ACC and congregations for the teaching Basis of Union, Code of Ethics, 

Manual for Meetings, we may need stronger state movements, or perhaps a teaching band.     Something for the 

School of Faith? 

• Structure: maintain National Council and head office, even if staffed by volunteers 

• Regional networks 

• Capable of facilitating lay leadership 

• Weekly home groups 

• Weakness in need of correction: 

• Need strong state organisations capable of encouraging local and regional groups 

 

DEVELOP A STRUCTURE THAT FOSTERS DISCIPLING  

In view of or commitment to the Great Commission, what in our structure presently 

supports discipling? There were resources in this area, are they still available and 

functioning?  

The Wesleyan Leadership and the Basis of Union Course is helpful. 
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DEVELOP A WESLEYAN-LIKE LEADERSHIP MODEL in the RELATIONSHIP OF 

CONGREGATIONS WITH ACC THAT HAS ACCOUNTABILITY 

Be very careful, then, how you live —not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not 

get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. Ephesians 5:15-18 (NIV) 

 

ACC needs to develop a Wesleyan-like leadership model with leaders at all 

levels, but national leader in touch with all. 

• Regular meetings at local level (cf Society meetings, Class meetings …) 

• Quarterly & annual meetings/conferences at presbytery and synod level 
respectively where ACC congregations and leaders are accountable and bring 
reports.   

 

 

DEVELOP A MODEL THAT CAN DISCIPLE NOT ONLY INDIVIDUALS BUT CONGREGATIONS  

Ephesians 5:25-27 (NIV) just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 

for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 

through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 

without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 

These verses speak not of individual transformation (although that is 

important and mentioned elsewhere in scripture) but the transformation of 

the church.  Jesus washes his Holy Bride continually with water and the 

word. 

We are to raise up congregations that allow this deep discipleship of whole 

congregations into the likeness of Christ.  

Confessing Congregations (Groups/Clusters) are to be trained to grow and to be accountable in  

1) Confessing the Lord Jesus Christ 

2) Proclaiming the Truth 

3) Renewing the Church   

Begin even with a couple of congregations that are keen and watch it permeate the whole.  As Matthew 13:33 says:   

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all 

through the dough.”  

Accountability for congregations is in bringing reports to the Assembly of Confessing Congregations of 

what the Lord has been doing in them with these three callings.   This could be dynamic and could change the nature 

of what the annual conference may become.  As things grow this may happen at a state or regional level.   

A Prayer Diary can be developed that would begin to pray quarterly for every Confessing Congregation with prayer 

and praise points from the congregations.   

Confessing Congregations should not be hidden but let their light shine.    
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The focus is on Congregations, not on regional, state or national levels, 

because the Congregation is the embodiment of the One Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church (BOU Par. 15a).   The other levels are there to support the 

congregations in their mission at a grass roots level especially.  

                       I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,  

in the courts of the house of the Lord   in your midst, Jerusalem.                       

Praise the LORD. 

                                                                Psalms 116:18-19 (NIV) 

 

DEVELOP A MODEL THAT RELATES TO THE BASIS OF UNION 

The Basis of Union and Prayer must be the concrete blocks to base the strategy on. 

  

Saw a picture of a flock of sheep.  The Lord calls us to “Feed my Sheep.”   

Train Church Councils in the Basis of Union/ Code of Ethics/ Manual for 

Meetings. 

 

  

DEVELOP A MODEL THAT RELATES TO OTHER EVANGELICALS IN THE UCA AND WITH 

OTHER CONFESSING MOVEMENTS IN OTHER DENOMINATIONS 

Information-sharing so that state groups etc. can contact members with other Evangelical groups to facilitate 

broader groups with common goals 

A DIAGRAM showing the way groups of ACC, and other evangelical groups, are supposed to be interrelated 

ACC NOW is part of this structure. 

 

DEVELOPING A MODEL THAT DISCIPLES THE NEXT GENERATION 

Folk are leaving ACC, perhaps chiefly through agism/passing on, 

and younger people not(?) replacing them, unless via Chiel-

Pacific Island congregants – praise The Lord 

Be bold, be strong, for The Lord our God is with you (Joshua 1:9)  

– how to assist the entry of younger folk into ACC – maybe take 

a lead from the Anglicans who work strenuously at bringing 

Jesus to All ages, but especially youngsters 
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DEVELOPING A MODEL THAT CAN WITHSTAND THE TYRANNY OF DISTANCE 

ACC suffers from the Tyranny of Distance, as do many church organisations, including the UCA 

as a denomination. Is technology the long-term answer?  

 

DEVELOP A MODEL WITH GOOD COMMUNICATION – MULTIMEDIA 

Important that ACC websites offer clear access to resources/ pathways for congregations 

 We develop regular communication through Facebook, The Good Confession Summer 

2021 and ENews 

 

DEVELOP A MODEL THAT KEEPS CHECKING CULTURE SHIFT 

The activist movement – are we maintaining our stance in the face of rising paganism? 

              

MENTORS NEEDED FOR KEY LEADERS 

When I asked the Lord Question 2:  what structure etc and what needs 

adjustment I felt God elaborated with a question that came to my mind.   

Do the key leaders have access to a mentor? Even outside the ACC 

organisation?  Someone to offer support, a safe place to help guard from 

burnout? Maintain faith in persecution?  Pray with them regularly?   

Having an external sounding board could be helpful.  

I wondered if we knew of resources – like some ministries that provide 

mentoring to pastors.  John Mark Ministries run retreats for pastors/leaders of various kinds, I think.  And Sue 

Whitely in Tas mentors many pastors in NSW Churches of Christ.  (It does cost).  People like her may be worth talking 

with even to learn of other services. Anyway, just a thought. 

 

OUR FUTURE 

SHOULD THERE BE AN ORDERLY SEPARATION?  

Some say the ACC should be preparing to make an orderly separation as a whole from the UCA if the 2021 UCA 
Assembly makes decisions which further extend its apostacy, even if only the intention for that is evident.  Options 
to be investigated:  
  

There could be an approach for the UCA hierarchy to split the UCA into a liberal 

stream and an orthodox stream as I believe is happening in the United Methodist in 

the USA.  If there was enough good will to allow that (maybe not), property could 

be transferred to evangelical congregations and ministers and leaders could retain 

their accreditation to do supply etc. in liberal congregations if asked 

(unlikely!).  Superannuation should be transferable under Australian law.  Naming 

the different streams appropriately might be difficult. 
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OR IS AN APOSTATE CHURCH GOD’S GROWING GROUND FOR HIS FAITHFUL? 

An apostate church can be God’s Growing ground for His faithful.  The Lord Jesus 

Christ in Revelation 2 didn’t call the Christians in the apostate church of Thyatira 

to leave but told them to “hold on to what you have until I come.”  Great 

blessings are promised for them that are faithful in doing that. 

4 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching 

and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other 

burden on you, 25 except to  hold on to what you have until I come.’  

26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority 

over the nations — 27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron sceptre and will dash them to pieces like pottery’ —just as 

I have received authority from my Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches. Revelation 2:24-29 (NIV) 

Let us remember that we are a “pilgrim people” on the way to the promised goal.    We are to “Hold on” 

remembering we are on our way home.  

Standing(fast) must be the main watchword (one at least) but making it happen the work-in-progress 

  

  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

HOW WE ARE TO GO FORWARD -                   With JOY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Onward Christian soldiers! 

  Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

  Going on before. 

Christ, the royal Master, 

  Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle, 

  See, His banners go! 

Sabine Barine-Gould 1865 

I’m standing on the Rock of Ages,   
What matter if the rough winds blow? 
I’m fearing not the storms which gather,  
There’s safety in the Lord I know 
I’m standing on the Rock of Ages, 
 In safety I may here abide; 
The surging waves will not o’erwhelm me,  
 I’m fearing neither wind or tide 
 
(Birdie Bell)  


