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God’s great family plan:  

Mum, Dad and the kids 
(plus aunties, uncles, cousins and grandparents) 

The splendour that causes pain 

Have you ever seen something so splendid that to gaze upon it is painful. To 
look at the splendour of marriage and family as God intended is painful for 
each of us because the splendour reminds us that we have all ‘fallen short of 
the glory of God’. But that should not prevent us from gazing because at the 
centre of the splendour is Christ and his Bride of redeemed sinners. 
Marriage and family in the Scriptures is a vision not only of things at ‘the 
beginning of creation’ but also a vision of grace and redemption. So let us 
gaze and get drunk in the joy of the splendour! 

One flesh, two persons 

When asked to clarify the relational nature of mankind Jesus referred back 
to ‘the beginning of creation’. 

“But from the beginning of creation ‘God made them male and female’.  
‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and shall hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.’  So they are no longer two but 
one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  
Mark 10:6-9 

Jesus began by quoting from Genesis 1:26,27 where the statement that 
humanity was created in the image of God is immediately explained by 
the words ‘male and female he created them’. Just as the one God is 
three persons, so the ‘one flesh’ humanity has two persons, and this 
characteristic is fundamental to the image of God in which we are 
created.  Jesus then continues his explanation of humanity-at-the-
beginning by quoting from Genesis 2 where woman is created from 
man.  God ‘split the Adam’ by taking ‘woman from man’ (1 Corinthians 
11:8).  Adam therefore says of Eve,  

This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall  
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Genesis 2:23 

The Hebrew word for a man is ish and the word for a woman is ishar 
(meaning out of man).  The image of God is fulfilled when the man and the 
woman come together in the ‘one flesh’ union that God has planned.   

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. Genesis 2:24 

Jesus emphasises the divine intention of this ‘profound mystery’ (Ephesians 
5:32) by adding, ‘so they are no longer two but one flesh.’
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 “What God has joined together let no one separate” 

Jesus makes it plain that it is God who ‘has joined together’ the man and the 
woman in this one-flesh union. As H2O is the primary molecule of the ocean, 
so the one-flesh union of a man and a woman is the primary molecule of 
humanity. The unalikes (hetero) of male and female have therefore been 
‘joined together’ by the Creator. But the likes (homo), male and male or 
female and female, He has not joined in this way. To join the flesh of male 
and male, or female and female, ‘would be strange flesh’ (Jude 7, KJV) and 
‘contrary to nature’ (Romans 1:26). 

The relational unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in unending 
covenant love is reflected in the life-long covenant relationship of a man and 
a woman who come together in a ‘one flesh’ union. Therefore Jesus firmly 
adjures ‘What God has joined together, let not man separate’. Jesus 
acknowledged that ‘because of (their) hardness of heart’ Moses had written 
the Israelites a law of divorce (Mark 10:2-5), but this was not God’s intention 
‘from the beginning’. Likewise a provision for divorce is necessary today, but 
divorce does not reflect the image of God, because limited tenure marriage 
wasn’t God’s intention. 

One flesh family 

It is not a coincidence that the account of Jesus and the children in Mark 
10:13-16 follows immediately after Jesus’ teaching about men and woman 
in marriage.  Jesus said, 

Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. 

Literally this reads ‘for of such is the kingdom of God’.  Children or offspring 
are of the essence of the kingdom of God. God is ‘Our Father in heaven’ 
(Matthew 6:9), and we can only inherit His kingdom by repenting of our 
independence, and by being adopted into the sonship of the ‘only Son who 
is in the bosom of the Father’ (John 1:18 RSV). 

The union of parents is ‘fleshed out’ in their children as the flesh of the 
father and the flesh of the mother are made ‘one flesh’.  Both mother and 
father say of their children, “This is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”, 
and so the family is made ‘one flesh’ (Gen 37:27, 2 Samuel 19:12). 

The serpent—the ever-present accuser, deceiver and destroyer 

Jesus has pointed us back to the way things were ‘from the beginning of 
creation’. But there is one important character in that garden scene of 
whom we must always be aware, and that is ‘that ancient serpent, who is 
called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world’ (Revelation 
12:9).  God’s great family plan of ‘Mum, Dad and the kids’ is always under 
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attack from an accusing, deceiving, destroying enemy. It has been that way 
from the beginning, and the fallen angel is still in the garden! 

One flesh in Redemption 

As God’s creational blueprint for human community is revealed to us, the 
‘fall’ of humanity from that glorious plan, and the destroying work of the 
serpent, become painfully obvious.  Indeed, we are aware that in our own 
families we have ‘fallen short of the glory of God’. (Romans 3:23) 

But the Scriptures show us that the male-female ‘one flesh’ image of God is 
more than a creational prototype. It is also the image of God in His work of 
redemption. In the midst of the brokenness and failure of human 
relationships ‘the marriage of the Lamb…and his bride’ (Revelation 19:6-8) is 
God’s work of grace which brings human beings back into the drama of 
God’s family. Jesus is the archetypal ‘bridegroom’ (Matthew 9:15) and 
‘kinsman redeemer (Ruth 3:9), Revelation 19:7), not in uninterrupted nuptial 
bliss but in a redemptive relationship that has been dramatized by sin and 
suffering love. Amazingly, God’s holy and beloved Son is in a ‘one flesh’ 
blood-union with an adulterous humanity. ‘The marriage of the Lamb…and 
his bride’ is not a squeaky clean, “we’ve never had an argument”, 
relationship. Rather it is a redemptive drama in which suffering love 
triumphs over sin and unfaithfulness.  

The ultimate one flesh union 

When ‘the Word became flesh’, Jesus of Nazareth became ‘bone of (our) 
bone and flesh of (our) flesh’. This ultimate one flesh union was climaxed at 
Calvary where Jesus was truly ‘bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh’.  

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,   
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.   
By his wounds you have been healed.  1 Peter 2:24 

In the tomb Christ was ‘bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh’. 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death… Romans 6:3,4 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus is important because in that 
resurrection we are ‘one flesh’ with him in his resurrection body. 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus.  Ephesians 2:6 

Jesus is ‘the first born from the dead’ (Colossians 1:18), and those who are 
in Christ will have bodies of glorified flesh like his resurrection body—‘bone 
of his bone and flesh of his flesh’.  
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(1 Corinthians 15:35-53).  The church is Christ’s ‘one flesh’ beloved, ‘his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all’. (Ephesians 1:23) 

Marriage—an idealistic prototype or a redemptive community 

Marriage, then, is not an idealistic prototype which has been rendered 
unrealistic by the fall of the human race into sin. Rather it is a redemptive 
drama in which suffering love triumphs over sin and unfaithfulness.   

A married person knows what it means to be a sinner in a ‘one flesh’ union 
with a sinner.  In this dramatic and precarious relationship the sin of the 
husband brings suffering to the wife, and the sin of the wife brings suffering 
to the husband.  But the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ generates in us the 
power of forgiving, sin-bearing love: 

But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  Luke 
6:27,28 

Just so, in our own marriages, there will be times when we will be the Christ-
person bearing with the sins of our spouse. On other occasions they will be 
the Christ-person bearing with our sins. (This does not extend to domestic 
violence which cannot be tolerated or condoned.) 

Save the marriage, save the family 

Research among children has shown that the most widespread fear among 
children today is that their parents will split up. It has been established that 
the best way for a father to love his children is to love their mother, and the 
best way for a mother to love her children is to love their father. What is 
happening in the family is largely reactive to what is happening in the 
marriage.  

The thief is always coming to steal, kill and destroy. As husbands and wives 
we need to stand with our spouse against the accuser, not stand with the 
accuser against our spouse. Like Jesus our marital stance is ‘I have come that 
you may have life in all its fullness (John 10:10).  

The two holy estates of humanity 

In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul affirms two holy estates for believers: 

1. The holy estate of being single or celibate—an opportunity to set one’s 
life apart for the Lord and to concentrate ‘on the things of the Lord, 
how to be holy in body and spirit.’ (v.34)  

2. The holy estate of marriage— this ‘profound mystery’ (Ephesians 5:32) is 
holy, even if one partner is not a believer (1 Cor. 7:14). 

Trusting our Faithful Creator 
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Because the ‘one flesh’ union is part of the image of God, such union has 
been reserved by God for a man and a woman in marriage. Therefore 
fornication, adultery, prostitution, and homosexuality are not holy estates 
for God’s people.  

In our fallen-ness we are constantly being tempted to believe that we are 
unable, in our present circumstances, to live in one or other of the estates 
that God has declared holy. We rationalize that it is expedient to live in 
some other state. Blessed are they who share in the divine drama of 
creation and redemption by entrusting themselves to their faithful Creator 
(1 Peter 4:19) and living in ‘one flesh’ union with the Lord Jesus Christ in his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

And now, to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all the praise and glory for 
the great splendor of this profound mystery! 

 

Rod James 
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