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The joy, faith and excitement of Christian giving 

Today I am full of joy, faith and excitement because I have an opportunity to share with 
you about Christian giving. Far from this being a “Come on, guys; we had better do this” 
thing, Christian giving is full of joy, faith and excitement. Indeed, the New Testament 
says that ‘God loves a cheerful giver’ (2 Corinthians 9:7).  The Greek word for ‘cheerful’ 
is hilarion from which we get our word, ‘hilarious’. The Macquarie Dictionary defines 
hilarity as ‘boisterous gaiety’ and ‘cheerfulness’. God loves a hilarious giver! 

The joy of Christian giving 

We can see the joy of giving by looking at the Israelites bringing their first fruits offering 
to God. The Israelite comes and says, ‘And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of 
the ground, which you, O Lord, have given me.' Moses tells them, 

And you shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord 
your God.  [11] And you shall rejoice in all the good that the Lord your God has given 
to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you. 
Deuteronomy 26:10,11 

A first fruits offering is an expression of the joy the believer has for the abundance of 
all God’s provision and blessing. It is given off the top of the pile because the believer 
wants to give priority to acknowledging that it is God who has given everything we have 
and will receive, and to sincerely thank God for all His blessings.  

The faith of Christian giving 

A first fruits offering is given before any other obligations are met. In that sense it is a 
faith offering, expressing the conviction that God’s supply will be more than sufficient 
for every need.  

It is easy, by default, to give to God off the bottom of the pile of you income. There are 
bills that have to be paid—rent or mortgage repayment; electricity, water, council 
rates; food and clothing. Soon we are down to the last tenth of our income, and still 
there are things we want or need to spend money on. It is easy to be in the position of 
trying to give to God out this last tenth where our offering competes with other 
remaining expenditures. 

By contrast, we can make a first fruits offering and give to God off the top of the pile.  

    "The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the 
Lord your God. Exodus 23:19   

The beauty and economy of this is that, when we give to God off the top of the pile, 
everything underneath is sanctified and blessed. 

    If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is 
holy, so are the branches. Romans 11:16  

We know that God has sanctified our whole being in Christ. After a list of sin-
identities Paul says, 

    And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
                    1 Corinthians 6:11  
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Our money is part of our being because it is an accurate expression of our heart’s 
desires. Jesus said 

   For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:21  

We might say, then, that my money was washed, my money was sanctified, my 
money was justified in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God. Putting it another way, when we are baptised into Christ, and are baptised in 
the Holy Spirit, our money gets wet! It is part of the whole body of our being. And 
of that body and being Paul says 

    …do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  

Our first fruits offering, off the top of the pile, expresses the truth of our whole 
sanctification, including our money. 

The excitement of Christian giving 

Not only is Christian giving an act of joy and faith. It is also very exciting. Jesus revealed 
to us a fundamental principle and truth of God’s kingdom in which we live. He said, 

…give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you." Luke 6:38 

When it comes to being filled with the Holy Spirit, the Christian is a pipe, not a tank. 
That is, we experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit as we allow the Spirit to flow out 
through us to others.  

    And when they had set (the disciples) in the midst, they inquired, "By what power 
or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, "Rulers of the people and elders… let it be known to all of you...  Acts 4:7-10  

Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit as the Spirit flowed out through him to his hearers. 
Likewise, when it comes to having a fullness of money, we experience that fullness 
when the Holy Spirit is flowing out through us, to God, to others and to the world. That 
is, when we are a pipe not a tank. A picture of a money tank is Scrooge: swimming in 
his money, but never having enough.  

But the first thing we usually do with a pipe with water in it is to put a tap on it. Water 
is a finite resource and we don’t want to run out. So we use it cautiously. However the 
water of life is not a finite resource but an infinite one. In fact the more it flows the 
more there is to flow. As we grow in faith the excitement is that our pipe gets bigger in 
diameter! 

In speaking to the Corinthians about their ministry of giving, Paul explains this very 
exciting reality. 

    [6] The point is this: whoever sows sparingly (i.e. using only a little seed) will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  [7] Each 
one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.  

He then expresses the exciting ‘all and every’ principle of God’s kingdom: 
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 [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  [9] As it is written, (of a 
righteous man in Psalm 112) 

    "He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
        his righteousness endures forever." 

     [10] He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  [11] 
You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

Thus God is able to ‘multiply your seed’ and ‘increase the harvest of your 
righteousness’. Because of the abundance His grace and power, ‘God loves a cheerful 
(or hilarious) giver’. When Jesus sent his disciples out to proclaim the kingdom of God, 
he said to them. 

    Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without paying; give without pay.  Matthew 10:8  

In their ministry, the disciples were to avoid any sense of ‘fee for service’. The Uniting 
Church does not call what it pays its ministers a wage or a salary, but rather a stipend. 
A stipend is not a wage earned by providing services, it is a living allowance that enables 
someone to perform a task. It is easy for church finances to look like big business, and 
sometimes business principles are invoked to improve them. But finances in the 
kingdom of God are governed by far more wonderful and exciting financial principles 
than those used by the world. Some translations render the last part of Matthew 10:8, 
‘Freely have you received, freely give’, and this is the economic principle by which 
God’s kingdom grows. 

Give it away! 

At the end of 1999 God called Shirley and I to finish our ministry at Port Augusta and 
move to Adelaide so that I could begin a travelling faith ministry all over Australia. I 
already had faith to stand before a church full of angry people at a funeral and preach 
the gospel. This I had done many times and seen the hand of God at work. But I did not 
have much faith concerning God’s power with money. Uniting Church ministers are 
well supplied with a stipend, house, expenses and superannuation payments, so I 
hadn’t used a lot of faith over money. But to leave a ministry placement and start a 
faith ministry meant the loss of all of these financial securities! We purchased a house 
in Morphett Vale and, for the first time in our lives, we had a monthly mortgage 
payment to make. I used to lay awake sweating about how this was going to work. I 
tried to devise schemes of how I might charge the churches I visited for my ministry. 
But God spoke to me very clearly at that time and said, “No Rod. Give it away!” My 
time, my travel costs, and my printed resources that I took with me—give it all away! 
There was something quite hilarious about this for a person with no income and a 
house mortgage! But at that time God gave me a gift of faith, an uncanny assurance. 
He had already demonstrated to me the truth that 

   Faithful is he who calls you for he will also do it. 1 Thessalonians 5:24 

Now He was giving me the tangible confidence that He would do this hilarious thing 
the He was calling me to do. And do it He did! I travelled all over Australia and visited 
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hundreds of churches and faith communities, and in all the years of that travelling faith 
ministry all of our bills were paid on time. 

God commands us to put him to the test on this. 

So God had formerly given me faith to preach the gospel to scowling faces, but now He 
has given me faith concerning His power over money. And the way He builds that faith 
is by calling on us to put Him to the test. Through Malachi He commanded the Israelites: 

 [10] Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows 
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.  
[11] I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your 
soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts.  Malachi 
3:10,11 

Earlier in Israel’s history, King Hezekiah’s faith/obedience enabled God to demonstrate 
this truth. He had observed that the Israelites of his time were not giving to God as they 
should have been. 

  [4] And (Hezekiah) commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to give the 
portion due to the priests and the Levites, that they might give themselves to the 
Law of the Lord.  [5] As soon as the command was spread abroad, the people of 
Israel gave in abundance the firstfruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the 
produce of the field. And they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything.   

So abundant was the response of the people that these offerings began to pile up in 
heaps. 

[8] When Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord 
and his people Israel.  [9] And Hezekiah questioned the priests and the Levites about 
the heaps.  [10] Azariah the chief priest, who was of the house of Zadok, answered 
him, "Since they began to bring the contributions into the house of the Lord, we have 
eaten and had enough and have plenty left, for the Lord has blessed his people, so 
that we have this large amount left." 2 Chronicles 30:4-10 

The more you sit down safely on a chair, the more your faith in the chair grows. 
Everyday you are putting the chair to the test and finding it faithful, until it would never 
occur to you that that chair would let you down. The more you test God’s faithfulness 
and let the Spirit flow through your money, the more the pipe of your life will grow and 
the volume of your giving will increase. 

‘And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  

Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!  

2 Corinthians 9:8,15 
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