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1. The Myth of the Perfect Church – Busted!  
 
I sometimes hear people say that they are looking for the perfect church. I usually respond by 
saying “Good luck. But you know if you find one and join it, it won’t be perfect anymore!” 
The reality is that no church here on earth is perfect, simply because every church is made up 
of sinful fallen people, like you and me.  
 
The Corinthian church was no different. It is very evident from Paul’s letters to the 
Corinthians that this church experienced a number of problems – it seems the main one being 
the disease of division.  
 
The symptoms of this disease were evident in its : 
 

a)  Disconnection from the wider Church – they had lost sight of being part of God’s 
bigger family – the Church catholic or worldwide. This was manifested in their neglect 
of the collection for the suffering saints in Jerusalem (Ch 16:1).  

 
b)  Disconnection from the world – rather than being light & salt, they were engaging in 

immorality that even dismayed the non-Christian world around them (Ch 5:1).  
 
c)   Disconnection from one another – manifested in their divisions & cult-like hero 

worship (of Paul, Peter & Apollos), quarrels, the blurring of the uniqueness of Jesus, 
spiritual snobbery & oneup-manship, and animosity & selfishness toward one another 
(Ch 1:10 – 17; & Chs 6, 11, 12).  

 
Why and how did this happen? Perhaps the answer lies in Chapter 1 verses 12 & 13: taking 
their eyes of Jesus as the unique crucified Saviour, they either elevated mere men like Paul to 
the level of Jesus, or demoted Jesus to the level of Paul . Whichever the case, it resulted in a 
weakened Gospel – emptied of its meaning and unable to demonstrate the power of God. And 
so the church had a disconnected confession, presenting a powerless message, as well as 
becoming disconnected from Jesus, resulting in a powerless church.  
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2. The Remedy: Keeping Our Eyes on Christ Crucified  
 
How can we seek to prevent our church (and our denomination) from suffering the same 
condition?  
 
Keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus & the cross, we see that:  
 

i) we are part of the universal Church that God has brought into being and called as 
saints by the sacrifice of Christ (Ch 1:2).  

ii) we are rescued from sin and made holy – called to be different from the world, 
radiating light, being salt, setting the example before the world of Godly 
obedience (Ch 6:9-11).  

iii) we are one body, each gifted with part to play, ensuring our attitude toward one 
another is that of humility and loving service, encouraging one another in faith, 
building up the body (Ch 3 & 12).  
 

3. The Result: The “Foolishness” of God Displayed  
 
Through this painful letter to a sick church, we are reminded that in keeping our eyes on 
Jesus we will see that God has used what seems foolish to accomplish His plans & purposes 
(1:18 – 25).  
 

• It is a foolish church (or denomination) that forsakes the “foolish” message of the cross. 
God used what seemed foolish to the so-called learned and wise to rescue sinful people 
into the Body of Christ.  

 
• Paul urges us to confess a “foolish” Saviour - Christ crucified, saved only by His death 

and resurrection.  
 
• Paul urges us to proclaim a “foolish” message – the cross as God’s means of 

forgiveness and reconciliation.  
 
• Paul urges us to be a “foolish” people – modeling repentance and faith, trusting in a 

“foolish” God of grace.  
 
When we forsake this “foolish” message for what appears to be worldly wisdom,  
 

• we disconnect ourselves from the teaching of the one holy, catholic and apostolic 
church;  

 
• we disconnect ourselves from the world, unable to offer them the powerful Gospel of 

grace, reconciliation and transformation; and,  
 
• we disconnect ourselves from one another, replacing unity with a diversity that divides 

and weakens the Body.  
 

Only by keeping our eyes fixed of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen Unique Son of God can we 
hope to inoculate ourselves from the disease of division. That may seem “foolish”, but it’s 
God’s way of presenting His amazing grace to a fallen world. Let us pray that we don’t 
become a foolish church that forsakes the “foolish” message.  
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